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A monthly publication of the recent activities 

and 
upcoming events of the Contra Costa chapter of 

United Prospectors, Inc. 
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We are the Contra Costa county chapter of 
the United Prospectors, Inc. (UPI). 
 
United Prospectors, Inc. (UPI) is a family-
oriented small minerôs corporation, founded 
in 1947, dedicated to the enjoyable, 
relaxing, and potentially profitable activities 
of rock hounding, metal detecting, gold 
prospecting, magnet fishing and mineral 
hunting. 
 
Are you interested in rock hounding, metal 
detecting, gold prospecting, magnet fishing, 
and mineral hunting? 
 
You are welcome to join us at one of our 
monthly meetings to learn more about the 
club, and the people that make it up. 

Who are we? 
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2026 Contra Costa Chapter Staff 

Contra Costa Chairperson: 

Dan DiCarlo 

 

Contra Costa Chapter Volunteer: 

Ed Despins  

 

COMMENTS? QUESTIONS? 

Contact:  Dan DiCarlo 

Email:   ContraCostaUPI@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.contracostaupi.com 

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ContraCostaUPI 
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The Contra Costa Chapter of UPI is a family-oriented small miner's corporation dedicated to the 
enjoyable, relaxing, and potentially profitable activities of rock hounding, metal detecting, gold 

prospecting and mineral hunting . 

The Contra Costa county chapter of the United 
Prospectors, Inc. (UPI) holds its monthly meetings 
on the first Tuesday, or the second Monday if the 
first Tuesday is a holiday, of each month. 
 
Our meetings are held at: 

The Contra Costa Water District Office Building,  

1331 Concord Ave., Concord, CA 

7PM to 9PM. Doors open at 6PM. 

You donôt have to be a member of United 

Prospectors, Inc. to attend the meeting, so if you 

know of anyone who might be interested in 

attending the meeting, please bring them along. 

Please do not bring any snacks or beverages to the 

meeting, as eating and/or drinking is not allowed in 

the boardroom.  

Contra Costa Chapter Meeting Info 
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2026 Contra Costa UPI Meeting Schedule 

Date Date 

 

 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026 

COMPLETED 

 

Tuesday, July 7, 2026 

 

 

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 

 

 

Tuesday, August 4, 2026 

 
 

Tuesday, March 3, 2026 
 
 

Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

 
 

Tuesday, April 7, 2026 
 
 

Tuesday, October 6, 2026 

 

 

Tuesday, May 5, 2026 

 

 

Tuesday, November 3, 2026 

 

 

Tuesday, June 2, 2026 

 

 

Tuesday, December 1, 2026 
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The January 6, 2026 meeting of the Contra Costa Chapter of 
UPI opened with 22 people in attendance. 
 
Chapter Lead Dan DiCarlo started the meeting by reminding a 
couple of club members that their memberships were expiring at 
the end of January. He talked about letting people know each 
month if their memberships were expiring so they would be 
aware, and would be able to take a membership application 
home with them if they were interested in renewing their 
memberships. 
 
Dan also spoke about the current membership counts: the club 
has 96 yearly paid memberships and 96 life members, making 
the total memberships 192 current members. 
 
He also reminded the audience that the meeting is scheduled to 
start each month at 7PM, and to encourage people arriving 
before that time, several changes will be implemented beginning 
with the February meeting:  
1)  No attendance tickets will be handed out to those people who 
arrive after 7PM.  
2)  Drawing tickets will stop being sold at 6:55PM, regardless of  
whether or not there is a line; sales of drawing tickets will 
resume at the break.  
3)  Attendees donating an item to the drawing will receive an 
extra attendance drawing ticket.  
4)  Attendees who show up at the meeting between 6PM and 
6:30PM to help set up tables and drawing items will receive an 
extra attendance drawing ticket. 

January Chapter Meeting! 
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Dan also spoke of the UPI board meeting that was planned 
for January 10, and asked the audience for any suggestions 
that they might want him to take to the meeting. 
 
Dan also spoke of the Vallejo Rock Show be held at the end 
of February, and UPI is planning on manning a booth at this 
event in order to talk to people about our club, and hopefully 
get new members. 
 
Also discussed was the start up of the Contra Costa Chapter 
newsletter, with an additional change of listing items for sale. 
Dan requested that any item up for sale be outlined in an 
email to him, listing the desired sale price, the contact info 
od the person selling the item, and at least 7 photos of the 
item to be included in the newsletter. 
 
Lastly, Dan also informed the audience that UPI is looking 
for volunteers to fill the following board positions: 
Secretary 
Newsletter Editor 
Claims Manager 
 
If anyone is interested in filling any of these positions, please 
reach out to Dan by sending an email to 
theupipresident@gmail.com to let him know. 
 
The next chapter meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 
3, 2026 at 7PM, doors open at 6PM. 

January Chapter Meeting! 
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January Chapter Meeting! 
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Our Big Ticket Item! 

Our current Big Ticket Drawing item is a  
homemade Vac Pac!. 

Drawing tickets are $5 each with a goal of 30 tickets sold. 
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2026 Contra Costa UPI Outings 

Date Outing 

February 28ð 

March 1, 2026 

Vallejo Gem and Mineral Society Rock Show 

April 10-11, 2026 Golden Gate Historical Bottle Society Show 

Green = Thereôs a coupon!!! 
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Show Coupons! 
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Show Coupons! 
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We Want Your Gold!! 
 

We are looking for a gold nugget supplier to 

use the nuggets in our chapter meetings, 

and in our main UPI outings. 

If you have any gold you would like to sell, 

please send me an email. 

We typically look for #8 or #10 mesh-sized 

gold, but are willing to review smaller and 

larger mesh sizes. 

Contact:  Dan DiCarlo 

Email:  contracostaupi@gmail.com 
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Donate It or Sell It!! 
We are always looking for, and willing to ac-

cept, items of value without having to pay for 

them.  

If you have anything that you donôt need, 

please consider donating the item to the chap-

ter.  

We will take gold, mining equipment, metal de-

tectors, and any gold mining related items. 

If you would like help selling your items, we 

can do that also. Please feel free to contact me 

through my email address, and we can work to-

gether to get your item sold. Youôll be glad you 

did! 

Contact:  Dan DiCarlo 

Email:   contracostaupi@gmail.com 



January 2026 Newsletter Editor: Dan DiCarlo 
Email: contracostaupi@gmail.com 

Page 15 

For Sale!! 

Description: Nokta Legend Metal Detector 
Asking Price: $400.00 
Contact Steve Bava 
Phone: 925-778-4718 
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For Sale!! 

Description: Char-Broil Commercial Gas Grill 
Asking Price: $200.00 
Contact: Dan DiCarlo 

Email: ContraCostaUPI@gmail.com 


