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Who are we?

We are the Contra Costa county chapter of the United Prospectors, Inc.
(UPI), a family-oriented small miner’s corporation founded in 1947.

Are you interested in rock hounding, metal detecting, gold prospecting,
and mineral hunting?

You are welcome to join us at one our monthly meetings to learn more
about the club, and the people that make it up.

We are planning to hold our monthly meetings on the first Tuesday, or the
second Monday if the first Tuesday is a holiday, of each month.

Our plan is to hold the meetings at the Contra
Costa Water District Office Building, 1331
Concord Ave., Concord, CA from 7PM to 9PM
whenever the water district allows us to hold
our meetings there.

If you know of another location, located in / >
Concord, that is free, please send me an email
to contracostaupi@gmail.com. |

The Contra Costa Chapter of UPI is a family-oriented small miner's corporation

dedicated to the enjoyable, relaxing, and potentially profitable activities of rock
hounding, meial detecting, gold prospecting and mineral hunting .
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2021-2022 Contra Costa UPI Outings

March 2021 - June 2022

Date Outing
July 17, 2021 Metal Detecting Hunt
September 18, 2021 Roaring Camp
September 25, 2021 Rye Patch Nugget Shoot
November 13, 2021 Gold Panning Demo
February 13, 2022 Antioch Rock Show
March 26, 2022 Magnet Fishing Outing
April 22-23, 2022 Antioch Bottle Show
May 25—May 31,2022  [Tonopah Field Trip
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July 2021 Metal Detecting Outing

On Saturday, July 17, 2021, the Contra Costa chapter of UPIL, in
conjunction with the East Bay Prospectors club, held a metal
detecting hunt in Baldwin Park in Concord.

There were 25 attendees, with 6 of those participants from UPI and
the rest from the East Bay Prospectors club.

The hunt started at 9AM, and was scheduled to last two hours. The
hunters were looking for colored pennies which could be turned in
at the end of the hunt for coin prizes. These were 2,000 coin targets,
as well as other colored metal objects, planted in the hunt field.

The prizes included mercury dines, buffalo nickels, wheat pennies,
steel pennies, V nickels, and walking liberty half dollars. The prizes
were valued at $200.00, and depending on the number of hunters,
the total prizes could have been incremented in multiples of $100.00
for every set of 10 hunters joining the hunt, to a maximum of
$600.00 for 60 hunters.. For example, if 30 hunters had participated
in the hunt, then the total value of the prizes awarded would have
been $300.00 instead of $200.00.

At a little past 1AM, the hunt was declared over, and the hunters
grouped their finds by the color of the pennies. Each of the winning
color combinations was called, and the hunters came forward to
return their found pennies, and to collect their prizes.

After all prizes were distributed, Contra Costa chapter chairperson
Dan DiCarlo had a brief meeting to explain how he would like the
chapter to function, and to solicit feedback and opinions from the
attendees about how they would like to see the chapter function.
This meeting lasted until around noon.
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September 2021 Roaring Camp Outing!

On Saturday, September 18, 2021, the Contra Costa chapter of UPI
reserved a day-use dirt pile at Roaring Camp.

There were 18 attendees, slightly less than the 24 reserved spots, for
the tour. About half of the attendees were first-time participants.

Once we arrived at the bottom of the canyon, grabbed our gear from
the equipment truck, most of us headed to the dirt pile to load our
buckets with dirt. The panning trough was full but not crowded and a
few of us were determined to flatten the pile before dinner.

Several of us attacked the seeded pile of dirt, determined to see the
bottom of the pile before dinner was served. Other members brought
their swimming suits, and spent the day swimming and playing in the
crisp, clean water of the Mokelumne River. Others went off by
themselves to sample dirt in other parts of the camp to find that
elusive color., Still others metal detected, or just hung out for the day,
waiting for the steak dinner later in the evening.

Most of the members panning at the trough panned their material
down to the black sand and then dumped the remaining concentrates
into a separate container to further classify at home., By noon, the pile
was halfway gone, and some folks took a break for lunch.

Around 5-5:30PM, with the pending arrival of the dinner folks, the
pile had been decimated, and the Roaring Camp staff needed to
replenish the seeded dirt pile for the new arrivals.

After the standard dinner of steak, potatoes, salad, corn-on-the-cob,
and the always delicious fried bread, the members boarded the truck
to take the relaxing ride back up the canyon walls, and to their cards.

It was another fun trip to Roaring Camp, and we’ll be back!
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September 2021 Rye Patch Outing

As I cruised on I-80 towards the picturesque resort town of Winnemucca, NV.,
I thought of my first time participating in the Rye Nugget Shoot back in 2014.

I figured that I had a snowball’s chance of winning anything of value because
I would be pitted against 150+ detectorists all searching for those elusive
winning tokens. Fortunately for me, I was lucky enough to find one of those
tokens, and won a new Garrett AT Pro detector which I sold a few weeks later
for $550.00, more than enough to cover my gas, lodging, and gambling
expenses.

I felt certain that 2021 would be another lucky year, as I had my Fisher F75
dialed in all-metal mode, and I was certain to win a prize.

After lining up at the hunt, the cannon was fired and 170+ detectorists, myself
included, jumped out to find those tokens!

By the end of the first hour, I had already found 3 rings, a watch, two
necklaces, and a variety of clad coins. This was definitely going to be MY day.

Over the next 2 hours, I didn’t get a target. I figured my machine had died,
although it went off every time I ran my digging tool over the coil. Could I
have been that bad at metal detecting? Disgruntled, I wandered back to my
chair, calling it quits a full 2 hours before the hunt would be officially over.

I sat in my chair for the next 2 and 1/2 hours, enduring kids getting 30+ metal
detectors, then watching 80 other detectorists winning 19 metal detectors and
a variety of other prizes. AMRA had its own raffle, giving away thousands of

dollars’ worth of prizes. I didn’t win a thing during that raffle either.

Limping back to Winnemucca, I pondered over what had went wrong. I got
back to my room, cleaned the dust off of my finds and equipment, showered,
went downstairs to dinner, and ended up winning $100.00 on my favorite slot
machine in the hotel casino.

By the time I got home on the following day, I realized that the 2022 Rye
Patch Nugget Shoot was going to be THE year that I was going to hit it big!
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November 2021 Gold Panning Demo

In the fall of 2021, Ed Despins, long-time member of UPI, approached me after a
chapter meeting and informed me that his neighborhood was hosting a “Holiday
Maker Faire”, a gathering where local craft artists would be able to sell their wares.

Ed and I decided that it would a great opportunity to meet and greet local Concord
residents to let them know about the club, and to pass out club material and
membership applications..

Setup at the event went smoothly, and as you will see in the pics on the following page,
pretty straightforward.

As folks strolled into the event area, many of them stopped by our tables to see what
we had to offer, and to try gold panning firsthand. Ed did an outstanding job in
keeping their interest, and a number of children tried their skills at gold panning as
well.

It was great to see many mothers bringing their kids over to our tables, and I talked to
a number of them who seemed pretty interested in getting their child outside and
doing some physical activity. Many of them took brochures about the club, and
membership applications, so hopefully we will see our memberships grow!

Besides the gold panning demo, Ed had also brought a display of gold nuggets, and
other interesting gem-like stones. It was encouraging to see the eyes of visitors light up
when we explained that the nuggets were all for free; you just needed to find them..

Another big hit at our tables was the Spin-It-Off black sand separator. Ed had brought
it along with a container full of black sand. The younger Kkids, too young to hold a gold
pan, were fascinated with picking up black sand with a magnet!

As the sun began to set, it got dark fairly quickly, signaling it was time to go.

Ed and I had a great time meeting folks, demonstrating how to pan for gold, and
talking about the benefits of joining our club. Hopefully we will see some new
members in the near future.

Personally, I want to thank Ed Despins for letting me know about this event, and for
all of the items he brought, and for all of the hard work and time he put into
introducing our club to local residents.

Great job, Ed!!
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February 2022 Antioch Rock Show

After hearing about a rock show being hosted by the Antioch Lapidary Club, I contacted our publisher
Kim Dessaussois who put me in touch with long-time member of UPI Cyndi Harrington. Cyndi is a
member of the rock club, and she got me in touch Kelli Bloom, who manages the vendors at the show. I
had a great conversation with Kelli, and explained who I was, and what our club was about, and she
graciously okayed a spot for our club at the rock show.

Since another local gold prospecting club was scheduled to demonstrate gold panning, I decided to bring
a display of metal detecting and magnet fishing finds. Some of the magnet fishing items displayed were
lead sinkers, bells, hooks, beer caps, various batteries, and miscellaneous pieces of random metal. The
metal detecting display included rings, watches, earrings, key, dog tags, coins, bullet casings, and the
always popular Hot Wheels and Matchbox cars.

Setup was pretty simple as the lapidary club provided tables, chairs, and free fresh coffee to the vendors.
As you will see from the photos, I also had trifolds to hand out along with membership applications that
visitors could take home and complete. I also had informational stands about our two chapters, Central
Valley out of Stockton, and Contra Costa located in Concord.

Our club table was set up in the main thoroughfare so most people had to walk by our table as they
wandered through the show. Most of them stopped by to take a look at the displays, and I was able to
talk to them about our club, the type of events we host, and pass out trifolds and newsletters.

It was great to see many mothers bringing their kids over to our tables, and I talked to a number of them
who seemed pretty interested in getting their child outside and doing some physical activity. Many of
them took brochures about the club, and membership applications, so hopefully we will see our
memberships grow!

Besides talking to the rock show visitors, I also talked to some of the vendors, several of whom are
members of other rock clubs and coin clubs in the area. I was able to get our club invited to a rock taking
place in November, and the Antioch Lapidary Club asked me to bring our club’s display to their next
show, the scheduled dates are TBD.

Being Super Bowl weekend, I, along with most of the vendors I spoke to, anticipated a sparse crowd on
Sunday. To our surprise, we saw a steady stream of visitors on both Saturday and Sunday, and by the
end of the day on Sunday, the lapidary club reported that they had seen the second largest crowd since
they started............... !

On the way home from the show, I realized that there a quite a few people out there who are looking to
join a club such as ours so they can finally get outdoors and do social activities now that the pandemic is
lessening. We provide a safe environment for young and old folks who can meet other people, do
interesting and fun activities and enjoy the great outdoors. We should explore other events and shows
where we can promote our club and expand our membership. Please feel free to contact myself or any of
the other board members if you hear of an opportunity to reach people.

Personally, I want to thank Kim Dessaussois, Cyndi Harrington, and Kelli Bloom for providing me with
the opportunity to attend the Antioch Lapidary Club’s rock show in Antioch, and I hope to be back in
the future!

— Dan DiCarlo
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March 2022 Magnet Fishing Outing

On March 26, 2022, I packed up my magnets, buckets, and grappling hook for a planned
outing with the Contra Costa UPI chapter at the Antioch public pier. I didn't know which
club members would be there, but the weather was perfect for magnet fishing, and it felt
good to get out of the house as the pandemic was lessening.

When I arrived I found a few club members already casting their magnets into the
pristine waters of the East Bay Delta.

Attendees were:
Gene Bianchi
Robert Marsh
Dan Tong

Pat Extrum, Sr.

As with any outing, the guys who showed up spent most of the time at the pier talking
about treasures they had found over the years, the types of fish they have gotten, and a
general history of Antioch.

When we finally got down to serious magnet fishing, we got some good draws of line bells,
knives, fishing hooks, and various pieces of junk rusted metal.

After a couple of hours of pulling up sunken treasures, the club members decided to call
it a day and head out.

I headed over to Barbara Price Marina Park, and found that there were too many people
fishing to be able to throw a magnet in the water without disturbing them.

I decide to call it a day and head for home.
I appreciate the club members that showed up for the outing, and if you don’t know
anything about magnet fishing, I suggest you watch a few YouTube videos to get an idea

of what can be found.

Personally, I have found fishing rods, countless lead sinkers, fishing hooks, line bells, over
50 knives of various shapes and sizes, and three rusted guns.

I have also heard stories of guns being found all along the San Joaquin River.

If you are at all interested in magnet fishing, please let me know and we will plan an
outing.

— Dan DiCarlo
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April 2022 Antioch Bottle Show!

As I recently perused previous newsletters

looking for ideas, I came across an old ad for the ﬁn

bottle show hosted by the Golden Gate Historical
Bottle Society.

54th
BOTTLES,
I sent an email to bottle club president Gary ! ANTIQUES &
Antone, asking for a .jpg file showcasing the ~COLLECTIBLES
SHOW

event that I could share with my fe.llow Cll.lb ~SATURDAY. APRIL 23" 2022*
members. He responded rather quickly with an 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

. . . . CONTRA COSTA EVENT PARK (Fairgrounds)
email with the desired .jpg file attached, and also Lo

a vendor contract while asking if I was interested ~ *FREE ADMISSION*
*FREE WALK-IN APPRAISALS BUYERS AT SHOW™
in having a table at the event to boast about my sl D
° or Show . Contact:
club. Needless to say, I jumped at the chance! GARY on DARLA ANTONE (528) 73-6758

Email: PACKRATA9ER@NETSCAPE.NET

I arrived Friday morning, and when I arrived , there was already a line of
people waiting to get into the show. I was informed later on in the day that the
more serious bottle enthusiasts would gladly pay the $10.00 entrance fee to
get first crack at the bottles. I met with several of the attendees and talked to
them about our club, and asked them join if they were interested. Many of the
guests left my display table with a club business card and a membership
application.

On Saturday I rearranged my display table to make it more enticing, and
awaited the first customers of the day. I soon learned that almost no one
attends the show on the second day.

Overall, I was happy to have been a part of the show, and thankful that Gary
Antone invited me to talk about our club. I will definitely be back next year!

— Dan DiCarlo
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May 2022 Tonopah Field Trip!

Several former club members made the trip to Tonopah this year, and while the
pickings were slim, there were a few items of interest found.

Attendees were Rich Davidson, David Grube, Dan DiCarlo, Brian Severn, Bobby
Whitworth, John Fabris, and Ray and Julie Romeo.

The group started out sifting and metal detecting in the Tonopah dump. The wind was
rather strong though, and so several members either called it quits early or switch to
metal detecting where the dry sand was not so fierce when picked up for sifting.

After a couple of days of trying their luck at the Tonopah dump, Rick, David, and Dan
drove over to the old Nivloc Mine, a silver mining camp from the early 1900’s. The site
included the mine’s office, headframe, part of the old mill, and plenty of mining shafts.
Some artifacts were found there; while interesting, I am not sure I would recommend
searchers make the hour long trip just to check it out. I would suggest travelling to the
other ghost towns such as Blair or Candelaria.

After leaving the Nivloc Mine, the trio headed to the Goldfield dump to hook up with
Brian, Ray and Julie. The winds were still fairly strong however, and that group had
decided to call it a day before Rich, David, and Dan arrived in Goldfield. Still, the trio
then used metal detectors in the hopes of finding tokens or coins amidst the plethora of
trash and discarded metal at the dump. Rich was able to find a barber quarter, a
picture of which is included in the following pages.

He also found a bakery token from Progress Bakery, and another token marked
Richelieu in the Tonopah dump.

I needed to cut this trip short and head home as my wife was called out of town, and I
was needed to look after my daughter at home.

Overall, it was good seeing the usual Tonopah crowd, and while the finds were not as
plentiful as in prior years, the new slots at the casino paid out somewhat regularly, and
the company was great!
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2022 Upcomlng UPI Outings

Date QOuting

April 29-May 1 Bull Creek claim

June 24-26 Twain claim
July 23 Metal detecting hunt
9AM-12PM
Almondridge Park, Antioch, CA
Aug 19-21 Bull Creek claim
Sept. 10 Roaring Camp
Oct 14-16 Coulterville Annual Pre-Thanksgiving Feed

10:30AM—Detector Hunt, (Across from the tennis courts in
the empty lot behind the park)

12:30PM—Board Meeting at Odd Fellows Hall S
3:30PM—Set up hall for potluck .
5:00PM—Potluck Dinner, Odd Fellows Hall

Elections and drawings will follow the po_tluck
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2022 Contra Costa Chapter Statt

Contra Costa Chairperson Dan DiCarlo

Contra Costa Chapter Volunteers:

Ed Despins

COMMENTS? QUESTIONS?

Contact: Dan DiCarlo
Email: ContraCostaUPI@gmail.com

Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ContraCostaUPI
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2022 UPI Board Members
Appointed Board Members:
President: Cal Courtnier
Vice President: John Lopez
Treasurer: Joyce Smith
Secretary: Lydia Hough
Membership: James McGann
Publisher/Editor in Chief: Kim Dessaussois
Claims Manager: Louie Etlin
Outing Coordinator: Colleen Campbell
Ways and Means: Vacant

Other Appointed/Volunteer Officers:
Webmaster: Mark Weber
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Website:

http://www.unitedprospectors.com/

Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/UnitedProspectors
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How to Join

Membership is open to anyone interested, 18 years or older.
One membership includes aspouse & children under the age of 18.
Allmemberships are goodfor a period of 1year and will expire on your anniversary date.

Membership Dues: (check your preference below)

Number of qualifying family members

Annual Membership $45.00/year: New Renewal

Lifetime Membership $450.00:__ Foreign Countries $55.00/year:
Name: Phone ( )
Address: E-mail Address:

City: State: County:

Zip code: Country:

Yes, | want to receive the newsletter and renewal reminders electronically.

If you checked yes, please make sure you have included an email address above.

| hereby apply for membership/renewal with United Prospectors, Inc. (“United Prospectors”). |
understand that United Prospectors and its agents do not provide goods or services for my activities
including, for example, mining equipment or supplies, lodging, transportation, food service, etc. United
Prospectors is not liable for any negligent or willful act or failure to act by providers of such goods or
services during my activities. | acknowledge that there may be certain risks involved with activities as a
member including, but not limited to, rugged or uneven terrain, uncertain or unpredictable river currents,
physical exertion for which | am not prepared, other unknown forces of nature, high altitude, accident
or illness without access to means of rapid evacuation or availability of medical supplies, the adequacy
of medical attention once provided, or negligence on the part of United Prospectors. | HEREBY
AGREE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY OWN WELFARE AND ACCEPT ANY AND ALL RISKS OF
UNANTICIPATED EVENTS, ILLNESS, INJURY, EMOTIONIAL TRAUMA, OR DEATH. | acknowledge
that the cost of United Prospectors memberships is based upon participants executing this Release of
Liability. Therefore, as lawful consideration for being permitted to participate as a member, | hereby
RELEASE AND DISCHARGE FOREVER UNITED PROSPECTORS FROM AND AGAINST ANY AND
ALL LIABILITY ARISING FROM MY MEMBERSHIP OR MY ACTIVITIES AS A MEMBER. | agree that
this release shall be legally binding upon me personally, all members of my family and all minors
traveling with me, my heirs, successors, assigns, and legal representatives, it being my intention to
fully assume all the risk associated with my activities as a member and to release United Prospectors
from any and all liabilities to the maximum extent permitted by law.

1AM 18 YEARS OR OLDERAND HAVE READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THIS RELEASE AND

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
SIGNATURE DATE

UPI Member # (Renewal only)

Please mail this completed (signed and dated) application along with your check/money order to:

United Prospectors Inc.
ATTN: MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR
PO Box 693284 2022 Contra Costa Newsletter!

Stockton, CA 95269-3284

Please allow 4 weeks for your application to be processed Please expedite this application!!!
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GUEST RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND ASSUMPTION OF
ALL RISKS

Member Name Member #

Current Address (City, State, Zip)

Guest Status (check one) Single Family (One guest/family allowed per RELEASE)

Outing Date Claim

Guest/Family Name

Guest Address (City, State, Zip)

| hereby request permission to conduct mining activities on United Prospectors, Inc. (“United Prospectors”)
claim.

| understand that United Prospectors and its agents do not provide goods or services for my activities in-
cluding, for example, mining equipment or supplies, lodging, transportation, food service, etc.

| acknowledge that there may be certain risks involved with activities as a guest including, but not limited
to, rugged or uneven terrain, uncertain or unpredictable river currents, physical exertion for which | am not
prepared, other unknown forces of nature, high altitude, accident or illness without access to means of rap-
id evacuation or availability of medical supplies, the adequacy of medical attention once provided, or negli-
gence on the part of United Prospectors.

| HEREBY AGREE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY OWN WELFARE AND ACCEPT ANY AND ALL
RISKS OF UNANTICIPATED EVENTS, ILLNESS, INJURY, EMOTIONAL TRAUMA OR DEATH.

| acknowledge that the cost of being a United Prospectors guest is based upon participants executing this
Release of Liability. Therefore, as lawful consideration for being permitted to participate as a guest, | here- |
by RELEASE AND DISCHARGE FOREVER UNITED PROSPECTORS FROM AND AGAINST ANY AND
ALL LIABILITY ARISING FROM MY ACTIVITIES AS A GUEST.

| agree that this release shall be legally binding upon me personally, all members of my family and all mi-
nors traveling with me, my heirs, successors, assigns and legal representatives, it being my intention to
fully assume all the risk associated with my activities as guest and to release United Prospectors from any
and all liabilities to the maximum extent permitted by law.

This completed GUEST RELEASE must be submitted to a member of the Board for approval before
a guest (s) can prospect.

Guest signature and date

Rev.2,Rel.,D/UPl/leg,lib, G/W.doc




